material cycling, and information transmission. Because urban production includes economic and biological production, and economic production includes the city忆 s main social processes, the basic functions of urban ecosystems are much more complex than those of natural ecosystems. Urban ecosystems achieve their basic functions through energy flow and material cycling. It is easy to see that urban ecosystems are dynamic based on aspects of the structure, function, activities, and the evolution of urban ecosystems. This paper introduces the concept of sustainable development theory and explains how this theory can be used to assess urban ecosystems and explains the concept of urban ecosystem sustainable development. Urban ecosystems are assessed from the viewpoint and concept of sustainable development and an indicator system is established based on this concept. The Set Pair Analysis Method ( SPAM) is used to assess the level of sustainable development in urban ecosystems. SPAM can be used to combine multiple sustainable development indices to optimize a finely tuned degree Table 1摇 Indicator system of urban ecosystem sustainable development 
